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GOVERNOR’S TASK FORCE 
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF BALLOT QUESTION 2: 

THE REGULATION AND TAXATION OF MARIJUANA ACT 
LABORATORY WORKING GROUP 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Nevada Department of Agriculture 

Video Conference Room  
405 South 21st Street 

Sparks, NV 89431 
 

Nevada Department of Agriculture  
Training Room  

2300 E. St. Louis Ave. 
Las Vegas, NV  89104  

 
Wednesday, March 29th, 2017 

8:30 a.m. 
Members Present: 
Alec Garcia 
Lynn Hettrick 
Ed Alexander 
Jorge Pupo 
Sarah Chapman 
Shane Johnson 
Darryl Johnson 
Benjamin Chew 
Sharryn Cohen 
 
Members Absent: 
Darin Carpenter 
Allison Gigante 
 

I. Public Comment 
 
Kevin Burnaki commented that current limitations for microbial come from the American 
Herbal Pharmacopeia and Mr. Burnaki believes that the limitations are too restrictive and 
discourage cultivators from using more organic and natural growing methods. Mr. Burnaki 
proposes that the state adopt the standards set forth by the American Herbal Products 
Association. 
 
David Grenz commented that you cannot assume how the consumer is going to consume 
the product. Not everyone is going to buy raw cannabis and smoke it, some of them will 
cook with it. 
 

II. Introductions. 
 
The working group members introduced themselves. 
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III. Review and Consideration of Approval of Draft Recommendations from the 
Laboratory Working Group. 

 
A. Accreditation, Validation and Auditing 

Draft recommendation presented by Darryl Johnson, Alec Garcia and 
Sharryn Cohen. 
 

Alec Garcia reviewed the accreditation, validating and auditing draft recommendation. 
 
Alec Garcia commented that regulations from medical marijuana program will need to be 
amended. 
 
Lynn Hettrick commented that the Department of Agriculture will also incur additional costs if 
they will implement the Round Robin proficiency testing in the future.  
 

B. Tracking Inventory 
Draft recommendation presented by Benjamin Chew and Ed Alexander. 
 

Benjamin Chew reviewed the tracking inventory draft recommendation. 
 
Benjamin Chew stated that the inventory control should follow the same requirements as the 
Medical Program. Text should remove all reference to medical. In addition, labs should keep 
sample retains for a minimum of 30 days after the report has been issued. 
. 
Rename recommendation to Inventory Control. 
 

C. Sample Sizes for Testing and Retention 
Draft recommendation presented by Lynn Hettrick.  
 
Darryl Johnson to provide information to contribute to this effort. 
 

Lynn Hettrick reviewed the sample sizes for testing and retention recommendation. 
 
Lynn Hettrick stated to adapt the current NAC 453A for batch control and sampling protocol, 
adding additional protocols to ensure the integrity of lots of marijuana for the marijuana 
programs to be administered by the Department of Taxation. 
 
Shane Johnson, Ed Alexander, Darryl Johnson, David Grenz and Alec Garcia to join and 
work on the draft recommendation. 
 

IV. Review of the Laboratory Working Group Topics. 
 
D. Operations Practices 
E. Accreditation 
F. Tracking Inventory 
G. Sample Sizes for Testing and Retention 
H. Ownership Interest 
I.    Local Government Involvement 
J.    Advisory Group 
K. Proficiency Testing 
L. Validation and Auditing 
M. Homogeneity Testing and Adulterants 
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Ed Alexander recommended that the Task Force form an ongoing advisory board comprised 
of members of the industry, local and state jurisdictional agencies and anybody else that 
needs to participate. 
 
Sarah Chapman and Ed Alexander to work on a draft recommendation for Advisory Group. 

 
V. Review and Consideration for Approval of Agenda Items for Next Meeting. 

 
The following draft recommendations will be brought back to the next Laboratory meeting on 
April 5, 2017. 

- Accreditation, Validating and Auditing 
- Inventory Control 
- Sample Size for Testing and Retention 
- Ownership Interest 
- Advisory Group 

 
Shane Johnson motioned to approve adding these topics to the next working group meeting. 

Lynn Hettrick second. All in favor, motion carries. 
 

VI. Public Comment 
 
David Grenz commented any test that happens before where you’re going to further process 
the product, as far as Public Health is concerned, pesticides in your plant and go from 
packaged product that has already been tested, well now you have contamination 
happening after the test. It’s more important that the testing happens once and at the point 
of what’s going to be consumed. 
 
Randy Gardner commented that he is concerned that putting a Round Robin in place of a 
PT. Mr. Gardner has never heard of a Round Robin replacing a PT. Primary audit should 
come from the ISO certifiers. The Department of Agriculture should be additional to the 
process, but not replace the process. 
 
Cindy Orcher wanted to make the group aware in that in Colorado the Department of Public 
Health is going through a similar process on batch size and sample number. Colorado hired 
Neptune Scientifics, where they can use old data and new data. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:49 a.m. 




